
Happy New Year! Welcome 2014! 
 

 
I hope you spent ample time relaxing dur-
ing the festive season.  
 

One thing I like about this time of year is 
catching up with family and friends I have 
not seen or heard from for a while. It’s 
always best in person but if that’s not pos-
sible I enjoy receiving the Christmas cards 
when they arrive in the post. I have always 
eagerly awaited the cards, especially from 
overseas, to see 
what theme the 
stamps have and the 
design on the card. 
One friend draws his 
own Christmas cards 
and you can even 
create your own 
stamps online at NZ 
Post.  
 
 

I have to admit that it is rather old school 

but an email popping into my inbox doesn’t 
quite have the same effect. Even if it does 
show a cheerful cartoon of a chap in red 
leaping about with bells ringing.  
 
 

I guess it stems from my passion for colour 
and design and I’m finding it difficult to give 
up Christmas (or any other) cards. I am 
continually noticing how well many things 
are designed. I also like to have my cards on 
display for a while so I can continue to ap-
preciate the art work.  
 
   

So after some (brief) thought I have decided 
to continue sending most newsletters by 
snail mail. I’m sure NZ Post will be de-
lighted! Of course, if you wish to save pa-
per, then please email me and I will send 
you future newsletters electronically.  They 
will also be available on my website. 
 
Best wishes and happy reading.  
 
  

   Season’s Greetings 

Across my desk  

      It’s finally happening:  
 

COLOUR is coming back! Bestwood 
have added a range of ‘brights’ to their 
melamine range with colours such as  
dare devil, outrageous, madi gras and 
wasabi that truly live up to their names. 
An optional hatch pattern is available in 
each colour and this can be topped with 
a choice of textures from gloss to wood 
grain, velvet  or wilderness. It’s ideal for 
kitchen cabinetry as main colour or 
feature. And perfect for children’s furni-
ture as it is so hard wearing. Team it 
with a ply edge for a smart contrast.   

 

Laminex have introduced a  
magnetic whiteboard.  If you are 
missing your magnetic fridge surface 
then this would work well on a pan-
try door or splash back.  It’s ideal on 
a cupboard door or as a notice board  
in a child’s room in a family room. It 
is thin and flexible so is very easy to 
apply and it’s simple to wipe clean. 
 

The surface is gloss and the white is 
neutral so will go with any colour. It’s 
also available in gloss black but find-
ing suitable markers may prove to be 
a little challenging!  
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  Summer

Events  

 Kitchen Design Course     

at Nayland College..       

4 week evening class       

TERM 2                

Days to be confirmed 

 Bathroom Design Course   

at Nayland College..       

4 week evening class    

TERM 2                

Days to be confirmed 

 Check Nayland College 

website in late April 

 

 

 

Don’t have a built-
in draining board at 
the sink and want 
to protect your 
new bench?  

 

Place a non- slip fabric 
drawer liner on the 
bench with a small over-
hang into the sink. The 
mat will not only protect 
your bench and the 
crockery or glassware 
but also prevent the 
water from running over 
the edge of the bench 
and down the cup-
boards! Available from 
most hardware shops.  



Water, water everywhere! Water is such amazing stuff but in the wrong 
place it can do a lot of damage. Water can be particularly troublesome in 
a bathroom.  
 

The problems with water can arise when hot steam from a shower or 
bath cannot escape the room and ends up settling on a cold surface.  
When steam cools it condenses to water and then capillary action takes 
over. The water droplets may drip down the 
walls, mirror or collect on the ceiling,  They 
can also move upwards by capillary action, 
their favorite place being between the shower 
and the wall lining.  So guess what happens if 
the wall isn’t water proofed properly.  Mould 
grows on the surfaces, water may seep into 
the timber supports and damage or rot them 
and a musty smell begins to pervade the house.     
 

There are three important things that combine 
to prevent water damage in any room, but 
especially in a bathroom.  
 

Firstly, insulate the external walls, floor and the ceiling to stop outside 
cold migrating in.  Secondly, warm the room.  A fan heater, under-tile 
heating or even a heated towel rail will help in a small room. And thirdly 
ventilate the room well. An extractor fan is top of the list but an     
operable window will work well too. Remember that if you have an ex-
tractor fan you need a source of replacement air, preferably on the op-
posite side to the fan.  A window or a gap under the door will suffice.  
 

The best course of action is to consider the options when you build or 
renovate. Call Connie if you need any assistance.  

proposing and why. I  imagine myself 

in their shoes and ‘working’ in their 
new space and its surroundings. 
 

So what makes a design good or even 
great? You might like to answer this 
for yourself before you read further.  
 

 

To me a good design will last, as it 
isn’t necessarily trendy and therefore 
won’t date. It is also user friendly and 

created to give greater satisfaction.  
But it also needs to be intuitive so that 
when the house has new occupants 

they can use it with ease and benefit 
too. It should solve problems for the 
client and innovation plays a key role 

in this. All issues must be thought of in 
advance as last minute decisions can 
detract from the overall design. It 

should be as environmentally friendly 
as possible - more on this in the next 
newsletter. Lastly, it must  look good. 

A WOW! that lasts will  please people 
for years to come.   
 

Enjoy wonderful designs this year! 

There is more to design than meets 

the eye! Design is defined in various 
references as ‘the purposeful or in-

ventive arrangement of parts or de-
tails’, ‘a decorative pattern’ and ‘a plan 
or drawing produced to show the 

look and function or workings of a 
building, garment, or other object 
before it is made’.  
 
 

I am very fortunate in my work as I 
am given the opportunity to design 

many very different spaces. Among 
my current projects I am refurbishing 
a small 70’s bathroom and designing a 

kitchen for a stunning new house in 
the country. I am also completing an 
extensive renovation of a house built 

in the 1800’s to expand the kitchen, 
alter several rooms to create a bigger 
main bathroom and install an ensuite 

off the master bedroom, all within the 
existing footprint of the house.   
 

In every project, I take time to under-
stand exactly what the clients are 

It never ends, does cleaning!  
 

Another way I have discovered to 
make it easier to clean the shower is 
to have the surface of the glass and 
tiles coated with Vitroglaze. 
 

Applied by professionals to tiled 
showers and glass doors it will repel 
the water droplets and prevent the 
glass becoming etched. It is perma-
nent so no reapplication is required 
and comes with a lifetime warranty 
on new glass.  

It can be applied to older showers 
too depending on their condition.  
And of course it’s not just for show-
ers.  It can be applied to windows, 
glass balustrades, splashbacks,  boats 
and skylights.  
 

Visit www.vitroglaze.co.nz 
 

Nelson contacts: John or Yvonne 
Installation Solutions Ltd  
0800 484 876  
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Making your home work for 

you… beautifully 
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